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PRESS RELEASE

A new station for a new hospital  

Date: 4th June 2004 

West Middlesex held the Official Launch of its new studios on Wednesday 2nd June.  Guests at the launch included Sue Ellen, Chairman, WMUH NHS Trust, Alan Keen MP for Feltham and Heston and June Snowden, President of the Hospital Broadcasting Association.  Some past members of the station also attended, travelling from as far as Plymouth, Swindon and Bournemouth. Chris Payne, who was one of the station's co-founders in 1967 (along with current Chairman and Programme Controller Alan Hardy) was there too. 

Since moving into the new hospital building and re-equipping its facilities, the radio station - which is totally run by volunteers and is a registered charity - now broadcasts 24 hours a day.  Radio West Mid broadcasts a selection of record request programmes, hospital and local information and a mix of easy listening melodic music.  In the coming months the station will be adding increased information slots and programmes aimed at patients' specific interests and backgrounds. Patients, who can hear the station on their bedside Hospicom entertainment centres, can now contact Radio West Middlesex using their bedside phones free of charge, thanks to a recent upgrade of the system by operators HTS. 

The official opening was carried out by a patient on ward Syon 2, Edward, who called in using the new phone link.  Sue Ellen played a jingle announcing Radio West Middlesex was 'a new station for a new hospital' and MP Alan Keen read out the first request (for patient Edward) in the station's new era. 

In a welcoming speech, station Chairman Alan Hardy paid tribute to past members of the station and the work done over the years in not only running the service, but also raising funds to build the new facilities. Funding was also received from the Charitable Funds Committee, the National Lotteries 'Awards For All' scheme and the Hampton Fuel Allotment Charity. 


Photos available click here

GROUP PHOTO Back row, left to right:  Alan Keen MP; Alan Hardy, Chairman RWM, June Snowden, President, hospital Broadcasting Association Front row, left to right:  Sue Ellen; John Snell, presenter 'Radio Bingo' show, RWM 


· Radio West Middlesex is the voluntarily run Hospital Radio Station of the West Middlesex University Hospital.

· The station is a registered charity and has been operational since 1967.

· For further details please contact James Hoff (Press officer) on 0208 939 5317.

· Radio West Middlesex is a registered charity, number 1050841.








